Open Society and LAHI Staff, Consultants, and International Faculty/Resource Persons

Mariana Berbec Rostas

Mariana Berbec-Rostas is a human rights lawyers and a Program Officer with the Human Rights and Governance Grants Program (HRGGP), Budapest.  She manages the human rights and accountability grants in Bulgaria, Belarus, Moldova, Romania, and Ukraine and focuses on health and human rights and capacity building and training methodology. Prior to joining HRGGP in 2009 she led the capacity building and human rights education sub-program at the Open Society Justice Initiative. She holds a pedagogical degree from Cahul Pedagogical College (Moldova), a law degree from the State University of Moldova, and an LL.M. in Comparative Constitutional Law/Human Rights from the Central European University-CEU (Hungary). Mariana completed an intensive course on teaching methods at the American University Washington College of Law (USA), a practical training on anti-discrimination litigation organized by the INTERIGHTS, and a public interest lawyering intensive course organized by the CEU and New York University School of Law. She has participated in and conducted training of trainers workshops in the field of human rights, legal skills, and legal empowerment since 2003.  
Jonathan Cohen
Jonathan Cohen is the director of the Law and Health Initiative at the Open Society Institute.  He oversees a range of legal assistance, litigation, and law reform efforts to advance public health goals worldwide.  Mr. Cohen was previously a researcher with the HIV/AIDS and Human Rights Program at Human Rights Watch, where he conducted numerous investigations of human rights violations linked to AIDS epidemics in sub-Saharan Africa, southeast Asia, and North America.  A Canadian lawyer, Mr. Cohen served as a law clerk at the Supreme Court of Canada in 2001 and was co-editor-in-chief of the University of Toronto Faculty of Law Review.  He holds degrees from Yale College, the University of Cambridge, and the University of Toronto Faculty of Law. 

Joanna N. Erdman 

Joanna N. Erdman, BA (Toronto) 2001, JD (Toronto) 2004, LLM (Harvard) 2006, is Co-Director of the International Reproductive and Sexual Health Law Programme and Director of the Health Equity and Law Clinic at the Faculty of Law, University of Toronto.  Joanna’s publications include articles and book chapters on the regulation of reproductive and sexual health care, Canadian and comparative health policy and human rights law.  Her primary scholarship concerns sex and gender discrimination in health systems.  Joanna teaches at the Faculy of Law and guest lectures at the Joint Centre for Bioethics (University of Toronto).  Joanna has acted as a third party intervener in cases before the European Court of Human Rights and national courts in Columbia, Mexico and Nicaragua.  She also serves on advisory committees in the Open Society Institute and the World Health Organization.  Joanna is a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada.

Zulaika Esentaeva 

Zulaika Esentaeva joined the Soros Foundation - Kyrgyzstan (SFKg) in 2008 as the Public Health Program (PHP) Administrator.  Starting in 2010 she began coordination of operational and grant activities in the following areas of PHP:  mental health, harm reduction, sexual health and rights, health budget monitoring and advocacy, access to essential medicines, law and health, health media, and palliative care in the capacity of Public Health Program Coordinator. Before joining SFKg, Zulaika graduated from the American University - Central Asia in 2007 with a BA in International and Comparative Politics ; from Université Jean MOULIN LYON III  in 2008 with Master 2 in Law and Management of Health and Social Institutions (Droit et management des structures sanitaires et sociales). In 2008 she also completed a five-month internship with Lyon Association for Fuller Integration of People with Mental Health Problems and Intellectual Disabilities in Society (l'Association Lyonnaise de Gestion d'Etablissements pour Personnes Déficientes) in 2008.

Tamar Ezer

Tamar Ezer is the Program Officer in the Law and Health Initiative at the Open Society Institute (OSI), where she works on international health and human rights issues, including HIV/AIDS and patient care in East and Southern Africa and the former Soviet Union.  She joined OSI in the fall of 2006, following a teaching fellowship with the Georgetown University Law Center’s International Women’s Human Rights Clinic.  While at the Clinic, she supervised test cases challenging discriminatory laws and oversaw fact-finding and legislative projects in Nigeria, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, and the Philippines.  Tamar has also taught International Women’s Rights at Tulane Law School’s summer program and has written various articles on the rights of women and children.  She has also served as a law clerk for the Southern District of New York and the Supreme Court of Israel. Tamar is a graduate of Stanford University and Harvard Law School, where she was editor-in-chief of the Harvard Human Rights Journal.

Mary C. Joyce
Mary Joyce is an international expert in the field of digital activism - the use of digital technology in campaigns for social and political change.  She is the editor of Digital Activism Decoded, the first book on the subject, and was New Media Operations Manager for President Obama's national campaign in 2008. Mary is also the founder of two nonprofit organizations: the Meta-Activism Project (meta-activism.org), which seeks to find better ways of developing digital activism knowledge, and DigiActive (digiactive.org) which publishes best practices in digital activism from around the world.  She has been a consultant for OSI's Health Media Initiative since 2009 and can be reached at MaryCJoyce@gmail.com
Anna Kryukova 

Dr. Anna Kryukova graduated from St. Petersburg Pediatric Medical Academy in 2000, completed a one year Internship at the ENT Department of St. Petersburg Pediatric Medical Academy, and then a two year Residency at the ENT Department of the Medical Faculty at St. Petersburg University. While she was studying, she worked as an ENT surgeon in the Military and State Hospitals and out-patient clinic providing urgent help and out-patient treatment. In 2003 she started to work as the Salzburg Medical Program Coordinator for the Open Medical Club Charitable Foundation, and in 2004 she was promoted to the position of the Director. In 2008, she graduated from St. Petersburg Technical University’s Law Faculty and obtained a law degree.  Since 2008, she has been working as a lawyer specializing in Medical Law, including work for NGOs providing services for vulnerable populations.  She is one of the lecturers of the Health and Law course in St. Petersburg MAPS.  She was a participant in the LAHI Salzburg Seminars on Teaching Law and Health and the Practitioner Guides (Austria, 2007 and 2008) and the first OSI Teaching Law and Health Workshop in Yerevan, Armenia (2009).  She is a member of the Working Group of the Russia volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care: A Practitioner Guide.”  Since 2008 Anna Kryukova has been working for OSI as LAHI consultant.

Robert Lawrence


Robert S. Lawrence, MD, is Professor of Environmental Health Sciences and Professor of Health Policy and Management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and Professor of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.  He is the founding Director of the Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future and directs the Health and Human Rights Certificate Program. Dr. Lawrence is a founding member of Physicians for Human Rights and served as a member of the Board of Directors from 1985-1991. He was reelected to the Board in 1997 and served as President from 1998 to 2003. He has participated in human rights investigations on behalf of PHR or other human rights groups to Chile, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, El Salvador, Guatemala, the Philippines, South Africa, and Kosovo. Dr. Lawrence chaired the first US Preventive Services Task Force and served on the successor Task Force. For the Institute of Medicine he has chaired the Committee on Vaccine Priorities, the Committee on Medicare Expansions, the Committee on Thyroid Cancer Screening, the Committee on Health Care Services in the U.S.-Associated Pacific Basin, the Committee on Dioxin in the Food Supply, the Committee to Evaluate Measures of Health Benefits for Environmental, Health, and Safety Regulation, and the Committee on Adolescent Health Care Services and Models of Care for Treatment,  Prevention, and Healthy Development. 

Kathleen Mikos

Kathleen (Kate) Mikos is a Juris Doctor candidate, entering her third year of study at the University of Toronto, Canada, Faculty of Law.  She holds a Master of Arts degree in History, in which she specialized in Latin American Studies and Immigration.  In her undergraduate study, she was the recipient of her college Gold Medal.   Professionally, Kathleen has worked in the Canadian financial industry.  Since entering law school, she has been involved in various student organizations as well as several clinical legal programs, which include placements at Toronto’s Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic, where she worked with and on behalf of women survivors of violence, and in the University of Toronto’s Health Equity Law Clinic.

Nino Mladenovic 

Nino Mladenovic is a student in the University of Toronto (UT), Canada, Graduate Programme in Sexual and Reproductive Health Law.  He earned his LLM degree in International Human Rights Law at the University of Notre Dame Law School in 2001. He has extensive professional experience in the human rights field with OSCE, UN and various national and international NGOs. His primary focus is promotion and protection of international minority rights standards, analyzing the implementation of those standards in comparative jurisdictions, and proposing policy initiatives to address problems faced by particular vulnerable groups.  Mr. Mladenovic’s involvement in the field of public health began with an interest in HIV prevention strategies in his native Macedonia, where he was involved in the implementation of a project related to advocacy and lobbying for improvement of sexual and reproductive health and rights of young people. His international involvement, particularly with respect to the work of the European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG), only broadened the scope of his interest in HIV testing, criminalization of HIV transmission, travel restrictions for HIV-positive people, providing information to patients etc. His education and training in the UT programme will take him a step forward toward applying a human rights framework to sexual and reproductive health and will teach him novel approaches to improve global response to HIV/AIDS.  

Judith Overall

Judy (Judy) Overall, JD, MSHA, M.Ed., consults for the LAHI Courses, Practitioner Guides (“Human Rights in Patient Care: A Practitioner Guide”) and Fellowship programs and was a member of the design team, faculty member and/or co-director of the first two LAHI Salzburg Seminars in 2007/2008 and the first Teaching Law and Health Workshop 2009.  She was a meta-evaluator of the OSI-funded project “Quality Development of Public Health Teaching Programs in Central and Eastern Europe” and is co-author of the lessons learned book (2008).   Her international work includes 33 countries in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Central Asia, Latin America, China and Taiwan, and Africa.  As former Department Chair, Director of International Programs, and faculty member of the Department of Health Systems Management, Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine in New Orleans, she taught health law, public health law, health policy, long term care management, and the school core course in public health management and administration. In addition, she established, directed and advised an Executive MPH for doctors and administrators of a health system in Taiwan, a Master of Medical Management for doctors in 9 Latin American countries, and an MPH in International Health Systems Management.  She established an international center for health and social services for the elderly, with institutional partners in Russia, China and Mexico and advised the government task force to study the problems of the elderly in the Yucatan, Mexico.  She retains an adjunct faculty appointment at Tulane.  Pro bono work includes the development and growth of the Human Resources for Health Division of the non-profit Medical Knowledge Institute (MKI), the Netherlands/USA, committed to health care education and information as basic human rights; major MKI work is in South Africa.  She is the President and Chair of the Board of the non-profit DOBRA, Inc, whose mission is to improve the quality of life of elderly, disabled and terminally ill citizens globally, with major work in Russia, including a series of workshops, spanning 8 years, for nurses in the care of older adults and management of health services.  Prior work as a state Special Assistant Attorney General included prosecution of health care providers in the U.S. for abuse of vulnerable adults in nursing facilities and for payment system/reimbursement fraud.  Other experience includes owner, manager, and/or consultant for nursing, rehabilitation, hospice, and assisted living facilities.  She is a licensed attorney and held a license as a nursing home administrator for many years.  Her teaching and course/curriculum design experience ranges from elementary level special education, to community college paralegal studies, to undergraduate, master and doctoral programs at the university level.  She holds degrees in Law, Health Administration, Special Education, and Educational Psychology and is a lifetime member of the Tulane chapter of Delta Omega, the Public Health Honor Society.

Judit Sándor 

Judit Sandor is a Professor at the Faculty of Political Science, Legal Studies and Gender Studies at the Central European University.  She passed the bar exam in Hungary, conducted legal practice in Hungary and at  Simmons & Simmons in London, had fellowships at McGill (Montreal), at Stanford (Palo Alto), at the University of Chicago and at Maison de sciences de l’homme (Paris). In 1996 she received a Ph.D. in law and political science.  She was one of the founders of the first Patients' Right Organization (‘Szószóló’) in Hungary, is a member of the Hungarian Science and Research Ethics Council, and works also at the Hungarian Human Reproduction Commission. She has participated in different national and international legislative and standard-setting activities in the field of biomedical law as an expert for the European Union, Council of Europe, UNESCO and WHO.  In 2004-2005 she was appointed as the Chief of the Bioethics Section at UNESCO.  She has published (author and editor) seven books in the field of human rights and biomedical law. Her works have appeared in different languages, including Hungarian, English, French and Portuguese. Since September 2005 she is a founding director of the Center for Ethics and Law in Biomedicine (CELAB) at the Central European University. Her main fields of research include biopolitics, reproductive rights, genetics and law, gender and technology, new generation of human rights and bioethics. 

Brigit Toebes
Brigit Toebes, LLM, PhD, is a Dutch legal scholar in the areas of international human rights law and health law whose PhD dissertation was entitled ‘The Right to Health as a Human Right in International Law’(Intersentia, 1999).  Since August 2008 she is based in Denmark as an independent researcher and consultant, including for the Danish Institute of Human Rights, Copenhagen University, the University of Lund, the University of Aberdeen and the OSI.   She is affiliated with the University of Aberdeen School of Law as an Honorary Lecturer.  Her current focus areas: health and human rights law in Europe; the interfaces between human rights law and health law; the human rights responsibilities of the various actors in the health sector (governments, health care providers and the pharmaceutical industry); health sector commercialisation and corruption; the position of vulnerable groups when accessing health care services (ethnic minorities, the homeless, the disabled); ethical issues including euthanasia and sex selection.  Previously she was employed as a researcher and research co-ordinator at the T.M.C. Asser Institute for International Law (The Hague, the Netherlands), as a legislative advisor at the Netherlands Council of State and as a Lecturer at the University of Aberdeen School of Law (Scotland). For short profile description see http://www.abdn.ac.uk/law/staffmember.php?ID=54
Workshop Participants (Representatives of Faculties Teaching LAHI Courses)

Koryun Arevshatyan 
Koryun Arevshatyan graduated from the Law faculty of the French University in Armenia (UFAR) and holds a MA in International Business Law. He works in the Law & Management Department of Yerevan State Medical University named after Mkhitar Heratsi (YSMU) as Head Deputy and Assistant Professor in the Department of Public Health of YSMU, and is responsible for the procurement packages (purchasing concourses) of the procurement committee in YSMU.  Previously he worked in YSMU as the Head of the Department of Economy & Marketing, then as leading teaching specialist of the course “Health & Law” supported by a grant from OSIAF-Armenia.  In 2005 he worked as a lecturer in the law department of UFAR and conducted the courses of methodology (Personal & Professional Project).  From 2002 to 2004 he conducted French language intensive courses and French language methodology intensive courses in a Specialized Secondary School.  He has written two thesis papers titled “The Community Trademarks” while being intern in Armenian European Policy and Legal Advice Center in 2006 and “The Protection of Trademarks in Armenia and in France” during his internship in Yerevan Brandy Company in 2005. In addition, he was enrolled in research work called “The 5th Enlargement of European Union in Central & Oriental European Countries” while being an intern in the European department of RA Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2003. He participated in and received a Certificate from the Concourse Cassin 2006 organized by the European Court of Human Rights in Strasburg, France in 2006, in which the memorandum of his team won first place among 19 European universities.  He speaks Armenian, Russian, English and French.

Roza Babayan
Roza Babayan graduated from the Law Faculty of Jurisprudence of Moscow Law University. She works in the Division of Legal Support of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia (RA) as a Chief Specialist of the Legal Provision Department /Lawyer.  She is a Member of the Working Group of the International Organization for Migration, with responsibilities for implementing a programme aimed at providing foreign job-seekers with jobs in the CIS countries, developing a plan of refreshment courses and adapting it to the legislation available in Armenia.   She is a member of the Working Group aimed at developing the RA Bill “On Making Adjustments and Amendments in the RA Law “On Science and Scientific-and-Technical Activities,” a Member of the Working Group on making the third and fourth speeches about the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and a Member of the inter-departmental commission of implementation of the Sanitary Code of RA.  She is responsible for the legal component of the programme Health System Strengthening in the Republic of Armenia (GAVI Fund)and is a Member of the Armenian Local Expert Group of the International Initiative “Eastern European and Asian Organizations for Patient Safety” (Open Society Institute). She is a member of the “Scientific and Practical Centre of Protection of the Public Health and Social Rights” non- governmental organization.  She worked in the National Institute of Health Of Armenia, then the execution of the scientific works in jurisprudence, and then as leading teaching specialist of the course Health & Law supported by a grant from OSIAF-Armenia.  Armenian is her native language; she speaks, writes and understands Russian; and she writes and understands English. 

Irina Bakradze

Irina Bakradze is the Coordinator of the International Law Program, School of Law and Politics, Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA), Tibilisi, and is a PhD Researcher there as well.   She was born in Tbilisi in 1978 and completed and finished secondary school #54 in 1995.  She entered Tbilisi State University in 1999 and graduated with a Bachelor degree in Western European Language and Literature.  In 2001 she obtained a Master in Public Administration at GIPA.  Since 2007 she has been enrolled in the GIPA PhD program.   After graduating from GIPA, Irina Bakradze interned at the United Nations International Children’s Fund in Georgia, assisting in the “Say Yes for Children” campaign. Following her internship, she spent the next two years coordinating the American-Georgian Initiative for Liberal Education which, with the assistance of Johns Hopkins University, implanted the “Liberal Education” project in Georgia.  She has held her current Coordinator position at GIPA since 2005 and in 2007 was asked to lead the GIPA Office of Quality Assurance.

Aleksandra Deanoska-Trendafilova

Aleksandra Deanoska – Trendafilova, Msc, PhD Candidate, was born 1979 in Tetovo. She completed her graduate legal education at the Faculty of Law in 2002; she attended the Scientific two-year Masters’ degree program in 2004; and in 2006 she defended the thesis on the topic: “Illegal transplantation and trafficking in human organs and tissues” (164 pages). Since july, 2007 she is a PhD candidate on the topic:  “Criminal Law Aspects of the Genetic Manipulations.”  She is a Teaching and Research Assistant at the Institute of Criminal Law, Faculty of Law “Iustinianus Primus”. She is assisting in the lecturing and giving practical classes in the following subjects: Penal law, International Criminal law, Justice and Home Affairs of the EU, Criminal law-applied programme, etc. She has participated in the following projects:  2010  Evaluation of the judicial reform in Republic of Macedonia - Project of  the Macedonian  Academy of  Sciences and Arts - MASA (in Preparation phase), member of the Team, junior researcher;  2007- today ,Harmonization of the legal system of Republic of Macedonia with the EU law (project associate - researcher), Project of the Macedonian Academy of  Sciences and Arts – MASA;  03-06/2009, Member of the working group within the Ministry of justice on  preparation of the amendments of the Criminal Code;   2004 – today, Mega- Project: Euro-integration of the social, legal and  political system of Republic of Macedonia”, Faculty of Law, Skopje;  03/07- 9/07, Associate Consultant of the China Disabled Persons’ Federation and UNICEF Project on Legislation on the Children with Disabilities and the  International Standards, Beijing, People’s Republic of  China;  03/06 – 03/2007, Open Society Institute Macedonia Project: “Fight against the organized crime in Republic of Macedonia” - Project Assistant/ Core Team member; 04/06 -07/06, UNICEF and Association of Criminal Law and Criminology Project : ”The new model of juvenile penal justice and its implications  on the current system” ; 12/04 – 11/05,  EU/EAR Project: “Technical Assistance to support the creation of  a Training Institute for the Judiciary”;  03/2005 , Open Society Institute Macedonia Foundation:  Romaversitas Program; Giving lectures in Medical Criminal Law to the Target Group of  Students.  She also performed legal practice for two years in the law offices ”Sinisa Trajkovski, Attorney of Law” and “Natasa Ognjanoska, Attorney of Law, has been a Secretary of the Institute for Criminal Sciences of the Faculty of Law"Justinianus Primus," Skopje, for three years, and is a member of the Association of Criminal Law and  Criminology of Macedonia since 2005.

Rodica Gramma 

Rodica Gramma was born in 1974 in the Republic of Moldova.  In 1999 Ms Gramma graduated from the Faculty of Medicine of the State Medical and Pharmaceutical University “Nicolae Testemitanu” of Moldova.  In 2002 she took her Diploma of Master in Bioethics; and since 2007 she holds the title of PhD in Philosophy and Methodology of Science (Medicine area).  Ms Gramma participates in different trainings in the area of Bioethics, including the following:  Training of lawyers and doctors in the field of HIV and Human Rights, Chisinau, (2010); UNESCO Ethics Teacher Training Course, Minsk, Belarus (2008); Advanced Certificate Program in Research Ethics, Centre for Bioethics, Graduate College of Union University, Schenectady (2007); the 14th Summer School on Human Rights (the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights), Warszawa, Poland (2003), etc.  During 2007-2008 she held the position of Adviser of the Minister of Health of Moldova, including the Bioethics area. At present, Ms Gramma teaches the course on Bioethics at the School of Public Health Management, works as an expert in the Project “Diminution of stigma and discrimination and confidentiality increasing in health sector”, UNICEF (2009-2010), and as an expert in the Project “Promoting Confidentiality and Non-discrimination to Injecting Drug Users and HIV Prophylaxis, Treatment and Support”.  Ms Gramma has expert experience as a bioethician in a medical clinic. She is the author of many scientific papers, including the Ethical Code of Medical and Pharmaceutical workers of the Republic of Moldova.

Tetyana Gruzeva

Tetyana Gruzeva, Doctor of Medical Science, is a Professor in the Social Medicine and Health Care Department at Bogomolets National Medical University, Kiev, Ukraine.   Her professional career spans 26 years in which she has authored 391 scientific publications, of which 28 are on the topics of medical law and health care.   In addition, she is the author of the manual “Right to Health Care under International and European Law.”

Anahit Harutyunyan. 

Anahit Harutunyan  was born in 24.04.1968 in Yerevan, Armenia. She graduated from State Medical College in 1988 and has the occupation of medical assistant.  In 2002 she passed an improvement in the National Health Institute as a family doctor. From 2003 to 2006 she worked as a doctor’s assistant in a Dental Clinic.  Since 2006 to present I work at the Yerevan State Medical College as a Lecturer.  She is married and has one child. 

Arthur Ikilikyan

Arthur Ikilikyan is a Lecturer of Law at the Nursing Faculty of Erebuni College, Armenia.  He provides lectures on “Health and Law” and the “Basis of Law.”   He graduated from the Law Faculty of the Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University and is studying for the Master of Law at that university.    He participated in the preparation of the course “Health and Law” for nurses.  In 2009 he participated in the 10th Armenian World Medical Congress in New York.  He speaks Armenian, Russian and English.

Jovanka Karadzinska-Bislimovska 

Dr. Jovanka Karadzinka-Bislimovska, MD, MSc,, PhD, is the Head of Department for research, education and international cooperation and Director of the WHO Collaborating Center at the Institute of Occupational Health of the Republic of Macedonia (RM).  She is a Professor in Occupational Medicine and Coordinator of the Center-School of Public Health, Medical Faculty, University “ Saints  Cyril and Methodius,” Skopje.  She is a medical doctor with a master of science in Pulmonology and Allergology and a specialization in Occupational Medicine. She holds a Ph.D. from the Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Metodius", Skopje.  She has participated in the  following:  International advanced Course " Occupational Safety and Health in EU perspective" SIDA, 2000, Sweden;   study visit in Keble College and Institute of Health Sciences, 2001, Oxford University; WHO international fellowship in occupational health, 2005, Finland; Visiting Faculty Program, Braun SPH, Hebrew University-Hadassah, 2005, Israel; Salzburg Medical seminars International Program in Public Health, 2004, 2005, 2008.   She is a researcher in national projects such as “Epidemiology of allergic diseases in RM,” and “ Specific occupational risks in health care workers;  is the Coordinator of the WHO project “Development of innovative models for organization and provision of OHS in South East Europe” 2009-2012; is a collaborator in the project “Training and Research in Environmental and Occupational Health in the Balkans (TREHB),” Michigan State University, Fogarty International Center, 2009-2012; and participates in the LEAR in FP7-HEALTH-2009-2014 project  “ORCAB—Improving quality and safety in the hospital: The link between organizational culture, burnout, and quality of care”, European Commission.  Her publications include many scientific papers, two books in the field of allergic diseases, and a university textbook in occupational health. She is one of the authors of the “Glossary of Public Health Terms”, and the textbook “Law and Public health” (2009).  She is the Head of the Working Group of the Macedonia volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide” to be published in 2010. 

Anna Kryukova 

Dr. Anna Kryukova graduated from St. Petersburg Pediatric Medical Academy in 2000,  completed a one year Internship at the ENT Department of St. Petersburg Pediatric Medical Academy, and then  a two year Residency at the ENT Department of the Medical Faculty at St. Petersburg University. While she was studying, she worked as an ENT surgeon in the Military and State Hospitals and out-patient clinic providing urgent help and out-patient treatment. In 2003 she started to work as the Salzburg Medical Program Coordinator for the Open Medical Club Charitable Foundation, and in 2004 she was promoted to the position of the Director. In 2008, she graduated from St. Petersburg Technical University’s Law Faculty and obtained a law degree.  Since 2008, she has been working as a lawyer specializing in Medical Law, including work for NGOs providing services for vulnerable populations.  She is one of the lecturers of the Health and Law course in St. Petersburg MAPS.  She was a participant in the LAHI Salzburg Seminars on Teaching Law and Health and the Practitioner Guides (Austria, 2007 and 2008) and the first OSI Teaching Law and Health Workshop in Yerevan, Armenia (2009).  She is a member of the Working Group of the Russia volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide.”  Since 2008 Anna Kryukova has been working for OSI as LAHI consultant.

Oleg Valentinovich Leontyev

Professor Oleg Leontyev graduated in 1987 from the Military Medical Academy.  For five years, he served in a primary section of public health services. In 1992 he entered, and in 1995 finished, a post - graduate course at the Military Medical Academy. In 1997 he graduated from the Juridical institute (St. Petersburg). In 2000 he earned an Improvement on Jurisprudence at the Republican Humanitarian Institute, at the Saint - Petersburg state university.  In 2002 he earned a specialty in “Forensic Medicine” in the Military Medical Academy. In 2005 got an improvement on the course “Organization of Public Health Services." Since 1995 he has been a lecturer of the Military Medical Academy. He is the author of a course on the legal bases of medical activity.  Since 2001 he has been a Professor of the Criminalistics Department in the University of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.Since 2004 he has been a professor of the Pedagogical Department and Department of Medical Law in the Medical Academy of Postgraduate Studies "MAPS" (St. Petersburg).  He is the author of 15 monographs and the first textbook on jurisprudence for the students of medical institutes. He is a member of the editorial board of the journal "Chief Medical Officer.”  He is a member of the Working Group and the in-country Editor-in-Chief of the Russia volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide” to be published in 2010.

Yulia Mazur         

Yulia Mazur, since September 2007, has been an Assistant Director of the Center of International and European Law and an Assistant at the Department of Constitutional and international Law of Donetsk National University, Donetsk, Ukraine.   She is the Head of the Law Clinics “Medical Law” and “International Protection of Human Rights” and is a coordinator of the annual four-month trainings for law students: “Constitutional Court of Ukraine” and “European Court of Human Rights.” She is a member of the working group of the Ministry of Healthcare and a Head of the Young Lawyers’ Council under the under the supervision of the Donetsk Region Administration of Justice.  Ms. Mazur’s internships include:  Parliament of Ukraine, 2009;  Donetsk Region State Administration, Healthcare Department ,2007-2008; Regional Foundation “Legal Enlightenment”, a non-governmental organization , April 2008; Donetsk Region State Administration, Juridical Department, 2006.   She worked in the Regional Foundation “Legal Enlightenment” in  Her awards include: 2009 Honor List of Donetsk Regional Administration for valuable contribution to the protection of Human Rights; 2009 Honor Diploma of Donetsk Municipal Soviet for valuable contribution to the protection of Human Rights and to the formation the of intellectual fund; 2007 Honor Diploma for the valuable contribution to the formation of the gold intellectual fund of Donbas; she was awarded with the medal “Pro Studio” for perseverance and diligence. Publications include:  2 manuals, 5 textbooks, more than 20 scientific articles, 15 theses and reports on International and Ukrainian State scientific conferences, including: co-author of the first Ukrainian guide “Medical Law of Ukraine” (Medical law of Ukraine: is a Guide, Volkov V D, Deshko L N, Mazur Y. , Donetsk: Donetsk National University, 2010 – 268 p.)  She is the author of more then 25 scientific works in the sphere of medical law.

Maia Mestvirishvili

Maia Mestvirishvili is an Assistant Professor of the Psychology Department, Tbilisi State University, where she teaches History of Psychology, General Psychology, Research Methods in Psychology, Social Psychology, Introduction to Psychology, Stigma, Prejudice and Discrimination as Social Stressor, and is a Lecturer at the Caucasus School of Law, Caucasus University, Tbilisi, Georgia, where she teaches a required course in Legal Psychology.  She has held both positions since 2005.  She received a M.A. /University Diploma in Social Psychology from Tbilisi State University in 1997 (Diploma topic:  “Coping strategies among believers and non-believers“) and postdoctoral fellowship training in the Psychology Department of the same academic institution from 1997-2000.  In 2004 she received a Ph.D. (Candidate of Science) in Psychology (General Psychology); Award Institute:  D.Uznadze’s Psychology Institute of Georgian Academy of Sciences, Conferred by: Dissertation Board of Academy of Science of Georgia. Dissertation Topic, “Mobility of coping strategies under cognitive dissonance condition.”  In 2006 she attended Columbia University, NY, School of Public Health as a participant in the non-degree American Council-sponsored exchange program, JFDP (Junior Faculty Development Program); while there she received advanced level training in SPSS.  Also in 2006, she was accepted as a Returning Scholar to the Academic Fellowship Program of the Open Society Institute’s Higher Education Support Program.  Prior teaching experience includes: Tbilisi State Pedagogical University (required undergraduate course in Social Psychology), 1999-2000; Tbilisi State University (elective undergraduate course: Conflict, Gender and Peace Building), 2000-2005; Tbilisi Technical University (undergraduate course: Social Conflicts), 2000-2006; Center for Social Science (graduate level elective course: Social Psychology), 2005-2006.    In 2006, she attended the Eastern Psychological Association Conference, Baltimore, MD, USA and was a member of the Eastern Psychological Association; attended the JFDP Conference in Tbilisi; and delivered a presentation at Columbia University School of Public Health (“Mobility of Coping Strategies under Cognitive Dissonance Condition”).   Published Articles include: M. Chitashvili, M. Mestvirishvili, "Strategies of coping of crisis situation with the believers and unbelievers''   Psychology, Publishing House of the Tbilisi State University, 1998;  M. Mestvirishvili*; "Influence of the intensity of conflicts on the coping strategies" The Georgian Psychological Magazine # 3, 2002; M. Mestvirishvili*, "Concepts of coping" The Georgian Psychological Magazine # 6 2003;  M. Mestvirishvili*. "Coping strategies and cognitive dissonance" Caucasian Messenger # 8, 2003.

Djyldyz Niazova 

Djuldyz Niazova graduated from the Faculty of Law of the Kyrgyz Russian Slavic University in 2006.  In the same year, she started working as an instructor in the Department of Constitutional Law of the Kyrgyz National University. She taught the courses on constitutional law and on voting rights.  In the framework of the course on voting rights, Ms. Niazova has developed complex teaching, methodic and lecture materials.  She has taken part in a number of scientific conferences with reports and articles in the area of constitutional rights of citizens.  In 2007, she started teaching at the Kyrgyz State Legal Academy as an instructor at the Department of Constitutional and Municipal Law.  There Ms. Niazova has developed complex teaching, methodic and lecture materials for the course on constitutional law. Since 2009 she has been a member of the working group on developing the Practical Guide for lawyers in the framework of the global Law and Health Initiative. In the same year, she initiated teaching medical/health law in the Kyrgyz State Legal Academy. She has also organized a roundtable with the participation of lawyers-practitioners, health providers, and international organizations’ representatives to discuss the long-term outlook of the medical law course as well as medical law in the Kyrgyz Republic (KR) per se.  She has also been teaching in the course for medical workers on legal foundations of health protection of the KR citizens supported by the Soros Foundation – Kyrgyzstan at the Kyrgyz State Medical Insitute for Continuing Education.  At the present, she is a member of the working group on developing the complex course on medical law for the higher legal educational institutions’ students supported by UNDP and the Soros Foundation – Kyrgyzstan.  She is a member of the Working Group of the Kyrgyzstan volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide.”

Tatiana Novac

Tatiana Novac began her current position as Chief of the Juridical Department of the State Medical and Pharmacy University (SMPhU) “Nicolae Testemitanu,” Chisinau, Moldova, in 2004.  Prior to that, she was a lecturer at the State University of Moldova, Faculty of Law in 2003, a lecturer at SMPhU “N. Testemitanu” (course: Legislation Basis in Medical Activity),  a jurist –coordinator in 2002 and a jurist-counselor in 2000 at SMPhU “N. Testemitanu.”  She earned a doctoral degree from the State University of Moldova in 2004, a Master’s Degree in Law (Public Law) from the State University of Moldova in 2002, and completed Higher Education at the State University of Moldova, Faculty of Law (Title awarded: Jurist) in 2000. Activities in addition to her teaching include participation in the following: the seminar “Women’s Rights in the Republic of Moldova” October 14 – 16, 2003 Chisinau, organized on the basis of the PSI – LO/ TCO project with the topic: “Equality”;  the seminar “Women’s Rights in the Republic of Moldova” November 10 – 12, 2003 Chisinau, organized on the basis of the PSI – LO/ TCO project with the topic: “Equality”; the seminar “The Youth’s Rights in the Republic of Moldova” November 13 – 14, 2003, Chisinau, organized on the basis of the PSI – LO/ TCO project;  the training / perfecting course with the topic “Training of Trainers in the Field of Labour Terms,” December 2 – 5, 2003, certificate no.380, License Series  AMMII nr.005629.  Ms. Novac posses a certificate in the English Language courses from Studium Moldova and School of Foreign Language.

Sabyrbek Orozaliev 

Sabyrbek Orozaliev is the Head of the Medical Accreditation Commission in the Kyrgyz Republic (KR), a position he has held since 2003. He started his career as physician-epidemiologist in the Republican Sanitary-Epidemiologic Station of the Kyrgyz Republic (KR) Ministry of Health.  In 1972, he was transferred to a pedagogic position in the Kyrgyz State Medical Institute, where he first worked as an assistant professor.  After defending his dissertation (кандидат наук – Candidate of Science), he worked as an associate professor at the Department of Social Hygiene and Organization of Health.  In 1992, Mr. Orozaliev was appointed to serve as head of the main economic office of the KR Ministry of Health.  In 1999, he was appointed as Deputy Director of the Innovational Activities of the Kyrgyz Scientific and Research Institute of Balneology and Restoration Treatment until his appointment to the Accreditation Commission.  Sabyrbek Orozaliev has endowed to reforming the KR health system. As head of the main economic office of the KR Ministry of Health, he led the working group that developed bills “On health protection of the KR citizens” and “On medical insurance of the KR citizens” that were adopted as laws in 1992 and served as a foundation to reform the health system.   He also initiated: the Sanatorium Department at the Kyrgyz Scientific and Research Institute of Balneology and Restoration Treatment; the Education Centre of Accreditation and Continuing Improvement of the Quality of Health Services’ Provision at the Kyrgyz State Medical Institute for Continuing education; and an Associate Professors’ course on medical law at the Kyrgyz State Medical institute for Continuing Education. Mr. Orozaliev initiated reforming the system of accreditation of health organizations in the KR.  The Medical Accreditation Commission, led by Sabyrbek Orozaliev, has become an institutional member of the International Society of Quality (ISQua) that proves the international recognition of its activities. These activities have positively affected the system of providing health services due to Sabyrbek Orozalev’s efforts. Mr. Orozaliev always combines work with civic engagement activities.  From 1979 till 1986 he worked as head of a trade union organized by the Kyrgyz State Medical Institute’s students.  He is the President of the civil society organization Alliance of Patients’ Rights’ Defenders and the President of the Association of Health Care Providers.  He is a member of the Working Group of the Kyrgyzstan volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide.”

Nadejda Prigoda 

Nadejda Prigoda is an Associate Professor of Civil Law and Civil Procedure in the Law Department of the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavonic University (KRSU). She started her career as both lawyer and law instructor in 1999.  She also has been the head of the office as well as a scholar consultant at the Centre of Clinical Legal Education of KRSU.  In 2006 she received a diploma of Candidate of Law Science in Civil Law, Family Law, Enterprise Law, International Private Law.  During the last 10 years, Ms. Prigoda has taken part at the training seminar “Interactive methods as basement to form the applied principles of teaching law courses,” the learning seminar “Tactical foundations of advocacy,”, the Regional Seminar on clinic legal education, the Training Program “System of quality management by International standards ISO 9001,” 2000, and the workshop “Teaching Law and Health: OSI LAHI Courses”, 2009.  She has great  experience in legal and gender expertise as part of the short-term projects of UNDP; of Civil and Family Code; labour, employment and enterprise legislation; conducting of expertise of impact of legislation acts, suggested in the framework of the law on counteractions against financing terrorism and legalization of income resulting from criminal activities; compilation of review of current status of the Kyrgyz Republic (KR) in execution of international and national  obligations in gender quality achievement area; conducting of gender expertise of the Draft of Environmental Code, bills "On specifically protected natural areas”, “On biosafety”, and «On industrial wastes and household rubbish”.  She has experience in medical law: as a member of the working group on developing the “Patient Rights” chapter of the LAHI Practical Guide on law and health (“Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide”) and as a member of the working groups on developing materials and teaching the course for medical workers on legal foundations of health protection of KR citizens at the Kyrgyz State Medical Insitute for Continuing Education. Nadejda Prigoda is a member of the public union «Association of lawyers of Kyrgyz Republic». She has more than 20 publications in Kyrgyz Republic, Russia Federation, and Kazakhstan.  

Mome Spasovski 

Professor Mome Spasovski, MD, PhD, is the Vice-Rector for International Cooperation of the University “Sts. Cyril and Methodius,” Skopje, Macedonia, a position he has held since 2008.   He is a Professor of Social Medicine in the Medical Faculty, a Professor of the School of Public Health, and a Professor of Health Politics of Philosophy Faculty of the Institute for Social Work and Social Politics From 2005-2008 he was the Vice Dean of the Medical Faculty.  He has served as the Head of the Department of Social Medicine twice. From 1984-1996 he worked at the Republican Institute for Health Protection (RIHP)-Sector for Social Medicine in Skopje; RIHP is Macedonia’s National Public Health Department.  In 1996 he worked in the World Bank “Health Sector Transition Project” on the Heath Information System.  Dr. Spasovski received the Doctor of Medicine in 1982 and a Specialty in Social Medicine in 1988 from the University of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.  In 1997 he received the Doctor of Philosophy in Social Medicine from the same University; his dissertation was entitled “Information system for drugs in the Republic of Macedonia: Evaluation and directions for modern organization.”  He holds the following professional affiliations:  Ethical Committee of the Macedonian Physician Society; State Committee for AIDS Prevention; Association of Social Medicine Physicians (President); World Federation of Association for Public Health Associations;  EUPHA (Executive Council Member);  Expert Committee for Licensing Dentists; Expert Committee for Licensing Physicians;  WHO national counterpart for tobacco control; PHARE (Consultant);  National Committee for Tobacco Control (President).   In 1996 he was a member of the World Bank, Health Sector Transition Project, Information Systems Subcommittee.  Dr. Spasovki is fluent in English.
Tina Tsomaia 

Tina Tsomaia is an Associate Professor and Program Coordinator at the Caucasus School of Journalism and Media Management (CSJMM) of the Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA).  She administers and is responsible for strategic planning of the western–style graduate school of journalism. She is teaching the master’s level classes in Reporting I, II; Health Reporting and Diversity Reporting.  Currently she is a PhD student in Mass Communications. Her research interests include: evaluation of health promotion campaigns, understanding news coverage as a predictor of health behavior, and investigation of health information processing.  She has a B.A in Pediatrics from Tbilisi State Medical University and a M.A in Journalism and Media Management from the CSJMM. She is an editor of the students’ newspaper Brosse Street Journal. She is freelancing for the magazine “Liberali.” She has freelanced for the newspaper “24 Hours,” the magazine “Our Health,” “USA Today”, and “Foreign Policy Magazine.” She has worked for the international charity organization “EveryChild” as a media educator and has worked at  Iashvili Children’s Central Hospital  as a PR manager.  She has conducted number of trainings in health and diversity reporting throughout  the Caucasus, Ukraine and Belarus . She has worked as a trainer for trainings of press-Service staff of the Central Election Commission, public relations and press service staff of the Georgian Parliament, staff of the press-services of the non-governmental organizations working on health and human rights issues.  Tsomaia has worked on curriculum development projects on diversity reporting, health law, and children’s reporting. She is an author of the manual for journalists and health professionals in Law and Health and the Manual for Reporting Children. 
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Nikola Tupancheski

Mr. Nikola Tupancheski was born in 1961 in the Republic of Macedonia. In 1986 Mr. Tupancheski graduated from the Faculty of Law "Iustinianus Primus", Skopje, Ss Cyril and Methodius University of Macedonia. In 1988 he was an employee of the Faculty of Law. In 1995 he received his Diploma of Master in Law; and, since 2003, he has held the title of PhD in Criminal Law and International Criminal Law. Mr. Tupancheski defended a Doctoral dissertation at the Lomonosov University in Moskva, Russia: Tax evision - comparative analysis. In the meantime, Mr. Tupancheski is involved in lectures and exams and is in charge of all activities regarding post-graduate studies for criminal law and criminology. He was involved in several experts’ commissions in the Faculty of Law as well as in the Ministry of justice of the Republic of Macedonia regarding reform of the Macedonian criminal legislation. Also, he was involved in the Council for Judiciary Reform in the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. During 2000-2004, he was the permanent representative of the Republic of Macedonia in GRECO - Group of States against Corruption in the Council of Europe. Since 2008 he has held the position of Vice – Dean for International Cooperation, Sts Cyril and Methodius University Faculty of Law "Iustinianus Primus" in Skopje. Mr. Tupancheski participates in different trainings in the area of Criminal Law at national and international area, and also he is the author of many scientific papers.  His major areas of interest are: Medical Criminal Law, Economic Criminal Law, Comparative Criminal Law, Computer Crime, etc.

Igor Zakharov

Igor Zakharov is the General Director of the LLC “Medical Innovations & Technologies,” since 2006, and a lecturer, since 2009, at the Ministry of Health of Republic of Kazakhstan School of Public Health in Almaty, Kazakhstan, where he lectures and conducts practical classes and courses on Medical Law.  He holds diplomas in both medicine and law: Diploma in Medicine, 1979 (Karagandy State Medical University); PhD in Medicine, 1997 (Supreme Attestation Committee, Republic of Kazakhstan); Kazakh State University, Law Faculty, 1993; Diploma of Lawyer (Higher Law School “Adilet,” Almaty), 2004.   In addition, he holds the following certificates: Trauma and Orthopedics (Institute of Postgraduate Training, Almaty), 1983; Burn Trauma (Moscow, Russia), 1985; IT in Health Care Management (St. Petersburg, Russia), 1989; Management of Health Care Systems, New Approaches (Institute of Postgraduate Training, Almaty), 1996;  3-month study program at the Center for Health Economics (York University, United Kingdom), 1997; Management of HIV/AIDS (Alabama, U.S.), 2004; Hospital Management (Seul, South Korea), 2005.  He holds a Diploma in Management of Health Care Systems (WHO Diploma Course, Moscow, Russia, 2001).  Prior experience as a doctor in the Jezkazgan Region includes: Traumatologist in City Hospital #1 (1979-1988), Vice-Head Doctor, City Hospital #1 (1988), Head of Jezkazgan City Health Department (1988-1991), Vice-Head of Regional Health Authority (1992-1995).  During 1993-1995, he also served as the Executive Director of the State Fund on Compulsory Medical Insurance, Jizkazgan Region.  He worked as a consultant in 1996 in a project on technical assistance at the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Kazakhstan (World Bank, Maxwell Stamp) in Almaty.  From 1996-2006 he was the Vice-Head of the Almaty City Health Authority.  Prior teaching experience includes:  Kazakh State University, Law Faculty (lecturer, senior lecturer, associate professor of Criminal Department), 1983-1998; Higher Law School “Adilet” (Professor of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure Department), 1998-2007; Caspian Public University (Lecturer, Professor; Criminal Law and Penitentiary Law), 2007-2008.   In 2008-2009 he worked as a law consultant for the Legal Research Center. Other professional experience includes: Summarizing practice of application of the Law "About responsibility for disrespect for court" at the Supreme Court RK (1993-1994); expert on the case of constitutionality of article 201-1 of the Criminal Code, Compiling expert opinion letter. Report at the session of Constitutional Court of the RK (June, 1995); scientific-pedagogical business trip at the Indiana University (Law School -Bloomington fall-winter 2000-2001); scientific-pedagogical business trip at the University in Serdgi-Pontyas (France – fall 2003); expert in the UNICEF project «Terms and Perspectives of Setting up a Child’s Rights Ombudsman in Kazakhstan» (2007-2008); participation in  international workshops  on Law and Health (Salzburg, Austria, February 2007; Yerevan, Armenia, April 2009).
Almira  Zhapparova 

Almira Zhapparova is a lawyer and a Lecturer at the Ministry of Health, Republic of Kazakhstan School of Public Health, Almaty, where she teaches Medical Law and Law in Public Health.  She graduated from the Kazakh State University, Law Faculty, in 1993 (PhD).  Prior to teaching at the Kazakhstan School of Public Health, she taught at the following: Kazakh State University, Law Faculty Lecturer, Senior Lecturer, and Associate Professor of Criminal Department), 1983-1998;  Higher Law School “Adilet” (Professor of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure Department), 1998-2007; Caspian Public University (Lecturer, Professor; Criminal Law and Penitentiary Law), 2008-2009.  In 2008-2009, she worked as a Law Consultant for the Legal Research Center.   Professional experience includes: Summarizing practice of application of the Law "About responsibility for disrespect for court" at the Supreme Court RK (1993-1994); expert on the case of constitutionality of article 201-1 of the Criminal Code,Compiling expert opinion letter, Report at the session of Constitutional Court  of the RK  (June, 1995); scientific-pedagogical business trip at the Indiana University (Law School -Bloomington fall-winter 2000-2001); scientific-pedagogical business trip at the University in Serdgi-Pontyas (France – fall 2003); expert in the UNICEF project «Terms and Perspectives of Setting up a Child’s Rights Ombudsman in Kazakhstan» (2007-2008); participation in LAHI international workshops  on Law and Health (Salzburg, Austria, February 2007 and Erevan, Armenia, April 2009).  She is the in-country editor of the Kazakhstan volume of the LAHI series “Human Rights in Patient Care:  A Practitioner Guide.”

