Protection of Health Rights under the European System

· Nice Charter of Fundamental Rights (supposed to become part of new European Union Constitution) 

· Article 35:  “Everyone has the right of access to preventive health care and the right to benefit from medical treatment under the conditions established by national laws and practices.  A high level of human health protection shall be ensured in the definition and implementation of all Union policies and activities.”
· European Social Charter (issued by Council of Europe)

· Article 11:  The right to protection of health

“With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to protection of health, the Contracting Parties undertake, either directly or in co-operation with public or private organisations, to take appropriate measures designed inter alia:
1. to remove as far as possible the cause of ill-health;

2. to provide advisory and educational facilities for the promotion of health and the encouragement of individual responsibility in matters of health;

3. to prevent as far as possible epidemic, endemic and other diseases
