
Public Health and Human Rights
Within the framework of the project, the working group (led by Dr. Mamuka Djibuti) has developed a training module “Public Health and Human Rights”. It is a 2 credit course (ECTS credits are based on 14 academic hours of contact time and each teaching day is 4 academic hours) and has been included in MPH program implemented by the International School of Public Health, Tbilisi State Medical University. It is taught during first year of the MPH program. The module was already delivered to the first cohort of MPH students.

The goal of the module “Public Health and Human Rights” is to teach the students the foundations of public health law. Specific legal documents such as international conventions and national laws relevant to public health policy and practice are also discussed. 

The module is designed so that by the end of this course participants should be familiar with basic principles of public health law – its definition, infrastructure, constitutional underpinnings, and powers; students will be able to characterize how state and society can ensure population health by using laws. Namely, students should be familiar with legal aspects of infectious disease prevention and control, HIV/AIDS prevention and control, TB prevention and control, drug prevention and control, alcohol control, tobacco control, chronic disease prevention and control, injury prevention, mental health, and safe environment. Students will have basic knowledge on international conventions and regulations shaping national policies as well as on the Georgian legislation relevant to the aforementioned fields of public health policy and practice.

Course Schedule is given below:

	Day 1 
	· Course introduction 

· Public Health – definition, focus, core functions
· Some fundamental legal principles

· Right to Health

· State responsibility to ensure population health
· Georgian Laws

Discussion

Overview of Georgian laws addressing public health issues
Homework 1
Due day 2 will be assigned (writing assignment on the analysis of current Georgian legislation with regard to State responsibility to ensure population health)

Reading:

1. Gostin LO, et al. The Law and the Public Health: The Foundations

2. The Right to Health, UNHCR, WHO, 

3. Model State Public Health Act - A Tool for Assessing Public Health Laws
4. Georgian Constitution, Georgian Law on Public Health

	Day 2
	· Human rights, personal rights and public health
· Legal aspects of infectious disease prevention and control 
· Bioterorism

· Georgian Laws 

Presentations of homework

Homework 2

Due day 3 will be assigned (writing assignment – HAI pandemic and human rights)

Reading:

1. Wendy E. Parmet, J.D., Richard A. Goodman, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., and Amy Farber, Ph.D. Individual Rights versus the Public’s Health — 100 Years after Jacobson v. Massachusetts

2. Revision of the International Health Regulations, 23 May 2005

3. CDC Video – The History of Bioterrorism (http://www.bt.cdc.gov/training/historyofbt)

4. Georgian Law on Public Health

	Day 3
	· Legal aspects of HIV/AIDS prevention and control
· Legal aspects of TB prevention and control

· Georgian Laws
Presentations of homework

Homework 3

Due day 4 will be assigned (writing assignment – difference between HAI pandemic and HIV in terms of protection/violation of personal rights)

Reading:

1. Legal Aspects of HIV/AIDS - A Guide for Policy and Law Reform, The World Bank, 2007

2. International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights, UNAIDS, 2006

3. George J. Annas. Control of Tuberculosis -- The Law and the Public's Health. NEJM 328:585-588, 1993

4. Georgian Law on AIDS

	Day 4
	· Legal aspect of drug prevention and control 
· Legal aspect of alcohol control
· Georgian Laws 
Presentations of homework

Case Study

Fines for illegal use of drugs in Georgia

Homework 4

Due day 5 will be assigned (writing assignment – analysis of Georgian legislation on drugs from public health prospective)

Reading:

1. The State of the Drugs Problem in Europe. Annual Report 2007, EMCDDA

2. Georgian Criminal Code, chapter 33

3. Global Status Report: Alcohol Policy, WHO, 2004

4. Framework for Alcohol Policy in the WHO European Region, WHO, 2006

	Day 5
	· Legal aspects of tobacco control
· Legal aspects of chronic diseases prevention and control
· Legal aspects of injury prevention 
· Georgian Laws

Presentations of homework
Homework 5

Due day 6 will be assigned (writing assignment on the consistencies and  discrepancies between the Framework Convention for Tobacco Control and Georgian Law on Tobacco)
Reading:

1. WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, WHO, 2003

2. Georgian Law on Tobacco Control

3. World Health Report 2002, Chapter 5

4. Georgian Law on Breast Feeding/ Prevention of Iodine Deficiency

5. WHO European Action Plan for Food and Nutrition Policy 2007-2012

6. Physical Activity and Health in Europe, WHO

	Day 6
	· Legal aspects of mental health
· Legal aspects of safe environment
· Georgian Laws
Presentations of homework
Homework 6

Due day 7 will be assigned (writing assignment on the legal aspects of mental as reflected in Georgian legislation)
 Reading:

1. Mental Health Legislation and Human Rights, WHO, 2003

2. Health and Environment, WHO/ UNEP, 2008 

3. Aarhus Convention, 1998

4. Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Espoo (Finland), 1991
5. Georgian Law on Environmental Protection/ Radiation Safety

	Day 7
	Final examination

Presenting the paper describing the gaps in the current Georgian legislation in terms of adequate provision sound public health interventions and measures to ensure population health plus recommendations to improve the legislation base considering the best international standards
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