Teaching Law and Health:

Courses on Law, Human Rights and Patient Care

May 18-21, 2010

Skopje, Macedonia

Draft Workshop Agenda

Monday, May 17

Participant Arrivals

Tuesday, May 18

8:30 – 9:00
Registration

9:00 – 9:15
Welcome and Introductions



FOSIM (Foundation Open Society Institute – Macedonia)



University of Sts. Cyril and Methodius

9:15 – 9:30
Workshop Goals and Agenda Review 



(Judy Overall and Tamar Ezer)

9:30 – 10:45
Session 1. Design and Teaching a Joint Course for Graduate Law and Graduate Public Health Students (Host University, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Faculty of Law and Faculty of Medicine/Center for Public Health)

Description:  The University of Sts. Cyril and Methodius experience is unique in the LAHI courses project in that it is the only academic institution in which two faculties (Law and Medicine/Public Health) have jointly designed a course to be taught to both law and public health students (both at graduate level).  Faculty representatives from the two faculties will lead a discussion on designing and teaching a course for both student groups.  This will include how the faculty chose the materials and methods, how they chose the topics for the curriculum, examples of feedback from students, and examples of how the faculty taught/ will teach the same topics to the two different student audiences, including the specific methodology used.  The session will include an interactive portion.  The Medical/Public Heath and Law Faculties prepared a textbook for the course which they will share with the other workshop participants.

10:45 – 11:15
Coffee/tea
11:15 – 12:30
Session 2. Confidentiality Training Sessions for Staffs of Hospitals and Medical Clinics (Medical Academy of Postgraduate Studies, St. Petersburg, Russia)

Description:  The Medical Academy of Postgraduate Studies (MAPS) experience is one that shows the demand for courses from several sectors.  MAPS initially piloted one LAHI course, now obligatory, in its curriculum for doctors and health professionals.  Since that time, MAPS has organized four more academic courses for the following: nurse interns; lawyers and sociologists; postgraduate students; faculty to teach future courses.  In addition there have been requests for seminars for medical staff and nurses of health care facilities in which confidentiality of medical data and confidentiality in communication with patients were some of the topics requested, along with doctor obligations and responsibilities.  The MAPS faculty participants will provide a short explanation of the “why” (demand for) and the “how” of development of the various courses in such a short time, with culmination in a discussion of teaching aspects of confidentiality to medical staffs of hospitals and clinics.  Discussion will include an interactive portion, materials used in the courses, and a demonstration of teaching methods used.  Members of other faculties will be encouraged to comment on methods and materials they are using to teach the topic of confidentiality in their courses.  MAPS faculty have written and published two short books to accompany the original course, which they will share with the other workshop participants.

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch

13:30 – 14:45  Session 3. Health Care Privatization, Commercialization, Corruption 



and Human Rights (Brigit Toebes)

Description:  This session will introduce the notion of taking a human rights approach to healthcare commercialization. Topics will include a human rights impact assessment of healthcare commercialization, with the “right to health” as the core of the analysis.  An interactive exercise will include an analysis of AAAQ (Availability, Accessibility, Acceptability, and Quality) of health care services in the environment of healthcare commercialization.  This is a tool that participants will be able to teach to their students in their own courses.  Another topic is that of how corruption impacts upon the right to health and how the right to health can be used as a tool to address health sector corruption. Included will be a short description of how certain groups are particularly vulnerable to health sector corruption, the responsibility of governments to ensure that privatization does not lead to more corruption, and the impact of low payment to health professionals on increase of corruption. Participants will be asked to provide and discuss the following: (1) examples of the most prevalent types of health care commercialization in their countries and the impact this has on AAAQ; (2) examples of the most prevalent type(s) of alleged corruption in their countries, how it is affecting access to health care services, and why this is a violation of human rights. Workshop participants will be provided with two background articles by Brigit Toebes: “Taking a Human Rights Approach to Healthcare Commercialization” (2007) and “The Impact of Corruption on the Enjoyment of the Right to Health (2007).

14:45 – 15:15  Coffee/tea
15:15 – 16:00  Session 4 (a). Teaching Law and Health in Basic Medical Education


(Bogomolets National Medical Academy, Kiev, Ukraine)

Description:  The Ukraine experience is unique in the course project in the sense that the Ukrainians opted to design one course to be introduced into the curricula of basic medical education in all of the medical academies in Ukraine.  In addition, Ukraine is the only country in which basic medical education was chosen as the level at which to pilot the first course.  This session will include a background introduction about the issues that were faced and the difficulties involved in obtaining Ministry of Health approval for integration of the course into the curricula of all of the Ukraine medical universities.  Some of the faculties in other countries are considering the introduction of courses into basic medical education.  Therefore, a discussion of the curriculum or course topics and methods and materials to be used for this level of training will be part of the session.   In addition, participants from other faculties in medical institutions will be encouraged to compare and contrast the curricula, methods and materials used to teach their courses at the postgraduate and residency level of medical instruction.  Part of the discussion will address the issue of how to determine which methods and materials are best for teaching the subject matter to the varying levels of medical education.  

16:00 – 16:45  Session 4(b). Teaching Law and Health to Health Care Decision-

Makers: Health Authorities and Health Managers (Kazakhstan School of Public Health, Almaty, and Education Center of Accreditation and Constant Improvement of Health Sector Services / Kyrgyz State Medical Institution of Retraining and Postgraduate Studies, Bishkek)

Description:  The Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan courses are the two that specifically target health managers and/or health care decision-makers.  (A third course is being designed for health system decision-makers and lawyers in Moldova.)  The Kyrgyzstan course targeted a small, carefully-chosen group of participants already in the workforce: legal and administrative representatives of the Ministry of Health, the obligatory health insurance system, national and regional hospitals and centers, and medical education institutions.  From the experience of piloting the course to this group, the faculty learned more about the knowledge that health care decision-makers, health care managers, and administrators of health care training institutions think that they should know about legal and human rights aspects of the health care system and training. The Kazakhstan SPH course is taught to MPH students who will become health managers. Most of them have medical training, but stated that medical education does not provide the needed training in legal and human rights issues.  The course has been changed from an elective to an obligatory one this year.  The workshop session will highlight the lessons learned from piloting to both groups, the curricula, the materials, and the teaching methods that were used and have been revised as a result of the feedback from students.  An interactive exercise will be included.

16:45 – 17:00   Wrap up of the day

19:00    Joint Dinner (Restaurant TBD)

Wednesday, May 19

9:00 – 9:45  
Session 5 (a). Using the Practitioner Guide and the Health and Human Rights Resource Guide as Teaching Tools and Resources for Courses (Armenia and Georgia Faculties/Participants)

Description:  All of the countries represented at the workshop are in the process of producing a Practitioner Guide (PG).  The Armenia PG Working Group has completed the PG and is in the process of designing training sessions for lawyers regarding how to use the PG in legal practice.  The PGs can be used as well in teaching law and health courses.  The Health and Human Rights Resource Guide already is being used in some of the courses in Armenia and Georgia. Armenia has piloted courses in graduate legal education, postgraduate/residency medical education, and nursing education (medical colleges).  Georgia has several courses in graduate legal education and one in graduate public health education.  Participants from the two countries will facilitate this session, which will include short descriptions of the Practitioner Guides and the Resource Guide, provide examples of how the Resource Guide is being used in courses in their countries, and then focus on potentials for use of both Guides within each type and level of education in the various courses in each country. Much of this will be brainstorming.  

Note:  there are members of 4 PG Working Groups who will attend the workshop:

1.  Kazakhstan: PG Editor (Lawyer)

2.  Kyrgyzstan:  PG Editor (Lawyer); 2 WG Members (Lawyer and Medical Doctor)

3.  Macedonia:  Head of PG Working Group (Medical Doctor)

4.  Russia: PG Editor (Lawyer/Medical Doctor) and 1 WG Member (Lawyer/Medical Doctor)

9:45 – 10:30  
Session 5(b). Designing Lesson Plans Based upon the PGs and Human Rights Resource Guide 

Working Groups:

1.  Legal Education and Training:  Mariana Berbec-Rostas, Facilitator


(Working Group 1:  law students; legal clinics; practicing lawyers)




a. Maia Mestvirishvili (Georgia, Psychologist)



b. Tina Tsomaia (Georgia, Journalist/Medical Doctor)



c. Irina Barzberk (Georgia, Lawyer)



d. Nikola Tupanceski (Macedonia, Lawyer)



e. Aleksandra Deanoska-Tredafilova (Macedonia, Lawyer)



f. Yulia Mazur (Ukraine, Lawyer)

2.  Medical Education and Training:  Robert Lawrence, Facilitator

(Working Group 2: basic medical; medical residents; postgraduate/practicing doctors; nurses)


a. Koryun Arevshatyan (Armenia, Lawyer)

b. Roza Babayan (Armenia, Lawyer)


c. Anahit Harutyunan (Armenia, Nurse)


d. Artur Ikilikyan (Armenia, Lawyer)


e. Zulaika Esentaeva (Kyrzygstan, OSI)


f. Juldyz Niyazova (Kyrgyzstan, Lawyer)


g. Sabyrbek Orozaliev (Kyrgyzstan, Medical Doctor)


h. Nadejda Prigoda (Kyrgzstan, Lawyer)


i. Anna Kryukova (Russia, Lawyer/Medical Doctor)


j. Oleg Leontiev (Russia, Lawyer/Medical Doctor)


k. Tatyana Gruzieva (Ukraine, Medical Doctor)


3.  Public Health Education and Training:  Judy Overall, Facilitator


(Working Group 3: MPH students; PH professionals; health managers)



a. Igor Zakharov (Kazakhstan, Medical Doctor/Lawyer)



b. Almira Zhapparova (Kazakhstan, Lawyer)



c. Mome Spasovski (Macedonia, Medical Doctor)



d. Jovanka Karadzinska-Bisliovska (Macedonia, Medical Doctor)



e. Zdreavko Cakar (Macedonia, Medical Doctor)



f. Rodica Gramma (Moldova, Medical Doctor/Bioethics)



g. Tatiana Novac (Moldova, Lawyer)

10:30 – 12:00 
Session 5(c). Presentation of Lesson Plans  (Host University: 

University of Sts. Cyril and Methodius)

Description:  Each working group from Session 5(b) will present one lesson plan (each will choose the level of education for which to present the plan).  This will entail three presentations.  There will be time for critique of each of the three lesson plans.  In addition, participants will be asked to bring an electronic copy of one of their lesson plans to the workshop to upload to the Community of Practice (CoP ) in the next workshop session.  Once those are uploaded, and the CoP explained, participants will be able to comment on each other’s lesson plans via the wiki section of the CoP.

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch

13:00 – 13:45
Session 6 (a). Community of Practice Introduction and Overview                                                 (Anna Kryukova, Mary Joyce and Judy Overall)

Description:  There will be three segments to this session.  The first segment will consist of a framing/ introduction and overview of the Community of Practice that has been designed for course faculties, a “walk through” of the site, and a wiki training segment.

13:45 – 14:30
Session 6(b). Community of Practice Working Session                  

(Anna Kryukova, Mary Joyce and Judy Overall)

Description:  In order to get meaningful feedback on usability, we will ask participants to do three specific tasks in order to try out various parts of the site.  Each participant will be asked to do the following: search, upload a document, and start a wiki page. During this session the lesson plans will be uploaded onto the site and participants shown how they can continue to work on those plans or other documents after the workshop.

14:30 – 15:00   Coffee/tea
15:00 – 16:15
Session 7.  Court Cases and European Human Rights Systems                                                   (Mariana Berbec-Rostas and Brigit Toebes)

Description: This session will review key Eurpean human rights enfrocment mechanisms ey relate to health and human rights. We will discuss several landmark cases under the Council of Europe's Eurpean Social Charter [revised] (ESC) and under the Eurpean Convention on Human Rights (ECHR).   This session is intended to help participants better to teach such cases in their courses.  Before and upon arrival to the workshop, each participant will receive several documents (English and Russian) to read before then session.  In addition, each participant will be expected  to answer the following questions:

1. What kind of domestic procedures for enforcement of human rights exist in your country (types of bodies and mandates?

2.  What are the key human rights issues exist in your country (types of bodies and mandates)?

16:15-17:00  Wrap up

19:00    Joint Dinner (Restaurant TBD)

Thursday, May 20

International Day
9:00 - 9:15 
Welcome (Judy Overall & Tamar Ezer)

9:15 - 10:15 
Session 8. Issue Talk and Discussion:  Dual Loyalty and Health Professionals  (Robert Lawrence)

Description:  Medical codes since Hippocrates have stressed the importance of physician (and other health professional) fidelity to the patient.  All health professionals are challenged at times by being asked to place the interests of a state, health organization or other entity above the interest of the patient.  These problems are especially difficult in detention facilities and prisons, in military settings, or when dealing with vulnerable populations.  This session will review the nature of dual loyalty and how using a human rights framework can be useful in resolving conflicts of dual loyalty and will provide suggestions for teaching the concept and for incorporating it into courses and curricula. 

10:15 - 12:00
Session 9. Panel Discussion:  Teaching Health and Human Rights (Moderator:  Jonathan Cohen.  Panelists:  Joanna Erdman, Robert Lawrence, Judit Sandor, Brigit Toebes)

Description:  The panel will explore the development of health and human rights 

teaching internationally, with examples from Canada, the United States, Scotland, 

Denmark and Hungary.  Four prominent teachers of health and human rights will share

experiences of how they established university-based courses and programs, what topics

they cover, and how they have targeted diverse audiences of public health, medical and

law students. The panel will be a moderated discussion addressing questions such as: 

Has the way you teach health and human rights changed over time, and, if so, how?  

What are your students’ favorite topics? How have you used comparative law in your 

courses?  What clinical or practical experiences do you provide your students?  

Participants are encouraged to bring their own questions and to interact with these

international experts throughout the entire workshop.

12:00 –13:00
Lunch

13:00 –14:00  Session 10. Issue Talk and Discussion:  Human Rights and New 



Technologies in Health Care ( Judit Sandor)

Description:  Contemporary human rights norms encompass increasingly important fields of biopolitics (issues related to reproductive choices, infertility treatments and end-of-life decisions, genetic testing, biobanks, and storage of genetic data, among others). The lecture deals with the status of, and current challenges to, human rights in this context. The main objective is to explore the special connection between bioethics and human rights in the field of (regulating) life sciences and to analyze the frontiers, dimensions and differences of the two approaches. What is the relevance of this new emerging interdisciplinary field in the human rights analysis of new technologies and shaping relevant legislative policies? In addition to introducing a novel approach to this analysis, at the end of the lecture an interactive discussion shall be initiated by the lecturer on the topic of how to teach an inter-(multi-cross)-disciplinary subject and what are the dangers and the advantages of such an approach.  As background to the session, workshop participants will be provided with a paper by the lecturer: Human Rights and Bioethics: Competitors or Allies? The Role of International Law in Shaping the Contours of a New Discipline (2008)

14:00 - 14:45 
Session 11. Resource Presentation:  Limitations on Human Rights for  

  

Public Health (Tamar Ezer)

Description:  Many country constitutions contain a limitation clause on basic rights, which specifies that rights can be restricted in the name of public order, health, morality, or the rights of others.  In this session, discussion will explore public health situations in which these clauses have been used.  International and comparative resources on the issue will be identified.

14:45 –15:15
 Coffee/tea

15:15 –17:30
Session 12. Case Studies on Cutting Edge Human Rights Issues (Joanna Erdman, Kate Mikos, Ninoslav Mladenovic)

Description:  The objective of this session is to introduce the case study as an interactive or participatory teaching technique in human rights education.  The Health Equity and Law Clinic (Faculty of Law, University of Ontario) will pilot three case studies on human rights in patient care addressing the following subjects:  access to sex reassignment surgery in relationship to legal identity change, access to maternal care for women who use drugs, and coercive sterilization of women living with HIV.  The case studies are designed to identify relevant international and regional human rights standards, and to develop skills in application of these standards in patient care.  Participants will learn about the design and benefits of case studies as a teaching technique, e.g. to move between specific facts and general standards, to situate human rights within concrete experiences, and to encourage and engage with multiple perspectives in group discussion.  The technique emphasizes communication, analytical and critical thinking skills.  Session participants will work through the three case studies and experience the technique in practice, with opportunity for discussion and feedback.  The session will conclude with ideas for adaptation of the case studies to participants’ particular teaching contexts.

17:30
Close

Friday, May 21

9:00 – 10:45
Closing Session and Evaluation (Host University:  University of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, FOISM, LAHI)

11:00

Sightseeing (Lunch included)

Saturday, May 22

Participant Departures

